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Second Temple Jewish settlement found between Jerusalem and TA

Etgar Lefkovits, THE JERUSALEM POST Jun. 12, 2007

A Second Temple Jewish settlement has been uncovered between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, including structures that may have been 
used as hiding places during the Bar Kochba Revolt, Israel's Antiquities Authority announced Monday. 

The remains, found during a salvage archeological excavation by the Ben-Shemen interchange, include two-millennium-old 
structures, and several Jewish ritual baths or mikvaot. 

An elaborate arched structure made of hewn stone at the side of one of the rituals baths was also found fully intact. 

Secret passages discovered inside the structures at the site led archeologists to surmise that these were secret hideouts dug during the 
Bar Kochba Revolt in 132 CE against the Roman Empire. 

Similar hiding places have been found in the area in the past. 

The discovery of the site clarifies that the size of Jewish settlement in the area was larger than what had been assumed in the past, 
said Ronit Lupo, the director of excavations at the site. 

An assortment of glass vessels, candles, cooking utensils and coins were also found. 

 

This article can also be read at http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1181570248437&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
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