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'Obama' Think-Tank: Israel Should
Cede Jerusalem Sovereignty

by Hillel Fendel

(IsraelNN.com) A think tank which is arguably the most influential in
Washington is proposing an “interim” neutral administration to govern Jerusalem
instead of Israel.

The Center for American Progress (CAP), headquartered just three blocks from
the White House in Washington, is regarded as one of the most influential think
tanks in the city, if not the most influential. “CAP has been an incubator for
liberal thought and helped build the [Democratic party] platform that triumphed
in the 2008 campaign,” according to a Bloomberg.com report, which noted that
some of the group's recommendations were adopted by Obama while he was
still president-elect.

Four weeks ago, CAP held a panel discussion based on the premise that the
Old City of Jerusalem is the main impediment in finding a solution to the Israel-
Arab problem in the Holy Land. Michael Bell, a former Canadian Ambassador to
Jordan, Egypt and Israel, presented a plan entitled the Jerusalem Old City
Initiative. The plan does not call for the internationalization of Jerusalem -- but
is not far off from that. It recommends that both Israel and a future state of
Palestine appoint a third-party administrator that would run and police the city.

Bell explained that the plan calls for an administration or regime that would
govern the Old City of Jerusalem for an interim period, without either Israel or
the PA giving up their demands for sovereignty: “Frankly, I don’t think there’s
going to be any agreement on sovereignty. I think that the two sides need not
cede their demands for sovereignty; these claims can remain exactly as they
are today. The sides would simply agree to delay the implementation or
assertion of these claims until after an agreement is reached. Until then, a
special administration would be set up, with the two sides agreeing to set this
up, at least on an interim basis. And what this would do … would be to ensure
dignity, human rights and equity for all living in the Old City, all visitors, and all
pilgrims.”

Questions and Clarifications
The implication that these values are not currently provided and offered by
Israel was not challenged. An audience member did ask afterwards why the
status quo could not simply be retained, and Bell responded by saying, “We
thought of this option ourselves, but we thought it would be too intangible…”

Bell did not quantify the plan’s “interim period,” though he did imply that it could
very well be “close to permanent.”

“The Chief Administrator would be appointed by both sides to administer the
city according to the mandate they give him,” Bell said. “He would be
accountable to them, but the mandate would have to be sufficiently forthcoming.
They would have to agree that he would handle crises such as massacre, land-
grab, or whatever, without their intervention.”

CAP Report Cites Western Wall as Holiest Site
The CAP report on the event states, “The Temple Mount’s Western Wall is
the most sacred place of Jewish worship, and the al-Haram al-Sharif (Temple
Mount), where Muslims believe that Mohammad ascended into the heavens, is
the third holiest site in Islam.”  However, law professor Marshall Breger -- co-

http://www.americanprogress.org/events/2009/06/jerusalem.html
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author of “Jerusalem's Holy Places and the Peace Process” and consultant to
the Jerusalem Old City Initiative – who spoke at the panel about the competing
religious claims, said more than once that it was the Temple Mount itself, and
not the Western Wall outside it, that is the holiest place in Jerusalem.

Bell: Whether Belief
Systems are
Historically Valid is
Beside the Point
Both Breger and Bell
dismissed the claims of
those who challenge
Islam’s connection to the
site. Breger agreed, but
implied that current Islamic
claims that Judaism’s Holy
Temple was never built
there are totally
unfounded, noting that the
Waqf itself published
literature some decades
ago boasting that the
Dome of the Rock is on the site of the Holy Temple. At that point, Bell said, “It’s
very important to realize that it’s beside the point whether these belief systems
are historically valid or not… It’s not up to me to tell you whether your narrative
is valid or not…”

Breger: Take Politics Out 
Breger similarly said that the argument that Jerusalem is not so holy to Islam is
“a silly one.” He said, “It’s true that when Jerusalem was not under Islamic
control, such as during the Crusader period, the British Mandate and under
Israeli control, there was more discussion about Jerusalem in Muslim sources…
but it’s silly to say that it’s not so holy to Islam, because you have to accept a
religion’s definition of what is holy.” However, this appeared to contradict what
he said just minutes before: “One of our problems is that we have to weed out
the ‘politics of religion’ from the ‘doctrine of religion’…” 

He did not note that Jerusalem is not mentioned even once in the Quran.

Breger did say that the current Muslim clerical view that non-Muslims should
not enter the Temple Mount “was clearly not always the Muslim view,” since
just a few decades ago the Waqf "charged admission to non-Muslim visitors."

Daniel Kurzer on Jerusalem
Daniel Kurtzer, an Orthodox Jew and diplomat who has been credited with
coining the concept “land for peace” and insisting long ago that Jerusalem be
included in Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, was the moderator. He said that
discussing the option of imposing a settlement freeze on Jerusalem would make
it easier to have serious negotiations. 

Kurtzer further warned that a solution for Jerusalem had better be found before
Israel builds its E-1 housing project near Maaleh Adumim and before the City of
David (Silwan) Jewish settlement project proceeds much further.
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